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January President's Letter

Happy New Year, MOS Friends,

I wish you all a grand 2025
 
This is the last year of the first quarter of the 21 st

Century. How many of you remember the Y2K
panic as we headed into 2000 twenty-five years
ago. Consider all that’s happened so far this
century. - buckle up, things are just going to keep
speeding\ up.
 
Before my ramblings, I want to cover appreciation
awards presented at the holiday luncheon. 
 

Cathy Thompson received an award to recognize all the work she does for
our auctions. Cathy is visiting businesses and writing letters soliciting for
donations months before the auction. We had 15 different donors. Before the
Auction, she sets up and monitors the silent auction tables - some items in
there are her own donations.
 
The other award went to Naoko Nojir. In January, we received a notification
that we were out of compliance with the state Charitable Organizations
agency. This could have affected our 501c3 standing. We had to provide 5
years of financial information plus pay the outstanding fees. This issue also
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prevented us from soliciting for donations until May. Naoko guided us through
this and we are now in good standing.
 
Thank you, Naoko and Cathy, for your outstanding work.
 
Many other volunteers also make MOS work. Thank you to Lynne and Susan
for setting up our POE and Marin County Fair exhibits, Brian for his photos of
events and help at the auctions, Alicia for her work advertising our events
and also helping at the auctions, all the people who bring plants to our
displays including Paul and Phyllis, Tom, Carolyn and many others who help
us be successful. Terumi for producing the Back Bulb. We have an
exceptional number of people who help out throughout the year. With a
membership of about 60 we have about 25% who regularly volunteer in some
capacity. Most organizations are lucky to hit 10%. So, thank you to everyone
who helps to make us successful.
 
OK, now on to the ramblings.
 
Between 26 November and 27th December, I was in SoCal 3 times for a total
of 12 days. November - Thanksgiving Dinner with ten people and four dogs.
Great food. Back on the 15th to see Levi perform as drummer for his music
school’s show. December 22 for Christmas. Christmas Eve dinner (the
traditional Chinese food) and then Christmas Day brunch.
  
To add to year end maelstrom Debra and I did set up for not only MOS Holiday
Luncheon on the 8th but also on the 14th for our Association Luncheon for 88
people. with its many challenges. Still, it was a very successful dinner. 
 
Thank you all who attended our Holiday Luncheon. We had a nice turnout,
good food, company and conversation. I hope that all of you who were there
enjoyed yourselves.
 
Greenhouse: I have not had much time to spend in the greenhouse with all
the traveling and everything else. Most everything is doing well. My vanilla
suffered because of the cold and will be moved into the warmer kitchen .
The zygopetalum I got several months ago is still blooming perhaps its third
flowering. There’s also a dendrobium with buds just starting to develop. One
of the more spectacular things was the blooming of one of my rhipsalis.
These flower off of the “leaves/stems” and this particular one did about 40
flowers in one group. 

Outside: 
Recent high winds created many issues. Most of the standing plants were
blown over with a couple tossed several feet from their starting places. A
corkscrew willow next to my greenhouse and carport. drops leaves and
branches continuously making a mess. The winds stripped all the leaves and
smaller twigs from the tree and dumped the litter on top of the greenhouse,
carport and patio.
 
We are working on some changes to the 2025 auction. Something to increase
attendance and maybe make the whole auction thing an even better
experience. Watch for further updates.
 



The January meeting will be Zoom only. Mt. Baker is hosting the speaker for
the month. With that, and the very weird weather that’s running around
right now, we decided that everyone would probably enjoy sitting ‘round
their computers in their comfy jammies whilst sipping wine or other
concoction. I favor a margarita or maybe the July party concoction I started
(Cherry Bounce … kind of like mulled brandy with cherries … if anyone wants
the recipe, write me).
 
Please do plan to attend the January meeting. David Edgely is quite
enthusiastic about the speaker, Harvey Brenneise.
 
The Show and Tell online links for all the months are elsewhere in this Back
Bulb. If you would like to share photos of your lovely plants, please send the
photos to the MOS email. To make them easier to find, please put “Show and
Tell” in the subject line.
 
As visitors are always welcome to attend our meetings, please feel free to
share the link to the meeting.
 
Ron

About the January 28, 2025 Zoom meeting

Marin Orchid Society and Mt. Baker Orchid Society Zoom meeting only:

Time: January 28 - 7:00 pm. Those participating through Zoom - PLEASE join
the Zoom meeting well ahead of time so that you are settled in. To join
Zoom Meeting click here: Januaryr Zoom meeting

One tap mobile
+16699009128,,82158733163# US (San Jose)
+13462487799,,82158733163# US (Houston)
Dial by your location
    +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
    +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 821 5873 3163

January Speaker: Harvey Brenneise
Throw Out the Bark and Never Repot Again

"Throw

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82158733163#success


BIOGRAPHY:

Harvey is a retired professional librarian, including at UC California Botanical
Garden, Claremont, CA. He has over 60 years experience growing orchids in
Michigan, the Pacific NW, Nebraska, Mississippi and Southern & Northern
California. He has grown them outside, in greenhouses and under lights, and
has won over 10 AOS quality awards.

PROGRAM:

The presentation is entitled "Throw out the bark for the last time and never
repot again: several inorganic options." This includes use of various media,
containers and methods (including semi-hydroponic) based on his recent
experiments and experiences.

AOS Corner January 2025

It was interesting to make my fingers type “2025” for the first time. This led
me to reflect on the year behind us, and the wonderful Orchid experiences,
friendships, and discoveries which filled my days with pleasure. I hope each
of you has similarly positive memories, as we look forward to new Orchids



and interesting speakers at MOS.
_____________
KUDOS!! Paul and Phyllis Chim have been recognized for the second year in
a row, for an AOS Annual National Award. SURPRISE: it’s not a
Cymbidium!  Paul and Phyllis are excellent growers of many different Orchid
genera.
Each year all of the AOS Judges nationwide vote on the best Orchid which has
been awarded during the prior year, in each of about 20 categories. The 2023
awards were recently announced, and the winner of the prestigious Milton
Carpenter Award for the best example of an intergeneric hybrid in the
Oncidiinae Alliance went to Paul and Phyllis Chim’s Otostele Summit ‘Phyllis’
AM/AOS. When it was entered for judging in March at CSNJC, it had 25
flowers and 23 buds on 2 inflorescences, and it was truly stunning.

AOS Free Webinars

On-line video presentations, have resumed in January, plus there are
hundreds of saved webinars you can view at your leisure on the AOS
website. Here is what is coming up; note that the times below are EASTERN
Time (the red dot indicates that Webinar is for AOS Members only). You need
to go to the AOS website to register, so they can send you the Webinar LINK:

Local AOS Judgings:
Pacific Central Judging Center: Tuesday February 4, 7pm during the SFOS
meeting at the Hall of Flowers in Golden Gate Park; AND Saturday January
18, 10:00am at Filoli Historic House & Garden, 85 Canada Rd, Woodside. 
 
California Sierra Nevada Judging Center: Wednesday February 5, 6:30pm
during the Sacramemto Orchid Society meeting, at Odd Fellows Hall, 1831
Howe Ave, Sacramento. AND on Sunday January 19, judging begins one



half hour later: plant entry at 9:30am at Dueling Dogs Brewing Company,
3030 Barret Park Lane, Lincoln, CA 

_____________
 
The upcoming 2025 SCOS Show and Sale, “Orchids in Wine
Country,” March 29 and 30 is a great opportunity for you to see blooming
orchids and to purchase new ones from our excellent vendors, and from the
Member Plant Sales area. AOS judging will take place Saturday morning
immediately following Ribbon Judging (8am); this year the California Sierra
Nevada Judging Center looks forward to spearheading the judging process.
 
Happy New Year and Happy Orchid Growing to all!
Lynne Murrell 
Your AOS Representative

Pacific Orchid Exhibition 2025
February 28 - March 2, 2025 San Francisco

POE is coming in late February. Now is the time to start dressing up your
marvelous plants to make them ready for showing at our exhibit. The theme
this year is "Orchids in the Clouds". Naoko is making a design for the exhibit.
We will be looking for a couple of volunteers to help with the set-up and
tear-down of the exhibit. Details on other volunteer needs, how to prepare
your orchids for POE will be featured in the February Back Bulb.

 

MOS Holiday Luncheon
December 2025



MOS enjoyed a Holiday
Luncheon at Marin Joe's
in San Rafael.

As always, fun gift
exchange occurred with
the most popular items
being live orchid plants
of course! Some
members were delighted
with their choices only
to have it "stolen" by
someone else. Much
laughter and frivolity
indeed.

We were happy to see
both longtime members
and several of our
newest ones. Thank you
to Brian Beard for
photographs. To view
more photos, click the
following link: Holiday
Luncheon photo album

January Show & Tell

 

 

Show and Tell

Here are links to past few
months of MOS Members
Show & Tell. Send
submission to
marin.orchids@gmail.com

2025
January Show & Tell

2022024
January Show & Tell
February Show & Tell
March Show & Tell
2024 POE
April Show & Tell
May Show & Tell
June Show & Tell
July Show & Tell

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMQHX2P-XWvpIT5gScEwYbD1Q4qM8bEarIACxGfUHL5i1NwNbXYBZZbJI9DmJJeUQ?key=a251WHZHemEzVFJEaWYxUFdqMlNaQVVJRzRRRVd3
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPv4-gBDqkacuOXzsTuX0Of24dzA2fghXi7BhJmVQc579GT9GpHF4Xpruo6RLa9Iw?key=V0NNcW9KSjBKRjJQR3QzVHdyVzRnc3VJbXdFN25n
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMD_8RwQoAsws3Sb75cGWlkA2NTmv4PY3T0zLrjl5fZBEnH_-nMQMZ22-HCXhRt_w?key=T096SnRETklvNjBmZGd5OEVWV0Zfd0l0YUVVVkhRxxfUmU1nbZfK6AufIg3EE1i-TS5SHyGi71xnNWA?key=ZG5NT0x2VV9pQTBRS2JRTkJtZTJ4YmZKRlVJMnpB
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMPH6151nGwFVToQ9pkeMUHt-HhJbF33AhwvA_qeVYfVq8cHL_uQDBPc86l7zJB1Q?key=V3lKMnNzV2xBT2t3RFRCOHVDZjk1UXQ2VnJCSlln
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPWZDxHaicbhV8RzEtsXXbqfLo-j9QpNs4iN7c6imDu3cmWceGC0ZzcI0g1Ix6fBA?key=cjNGa2hOLWRGNmk1OFp0b2pjZm1oOUhseUU4NmpR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOL5HTM0tTzx8CSFRlpQyEjviXlxcuN_32L8Uj6GA-P2ZL_HKAz5Jt4P6lCs0hAxw?key=MDhtb1BNZTUwQTNLdTgwOGlhYk9PZ2ZzRWNlUWh3
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipO6BvuFvA78kuVotjLTzjXc6NAiHr7Enf7l0LK5PXld0GlT0rmsqP2GQmSq-m45QQ?key=WUFsN2hIc19CYURseHZyWGFPYktfbExVci13Q3hn
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOJJa39Xx-OZ8MQT24QTYYrgWIcmePDs4gsroXmSYWN1xpIhgDdh9n57d88P0KCGg?key=dlM3MC05bXNDSHdhZFBaTDM1Ry1IcTFaSm5kSGdB
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPYHpilo7cHNim-uKI2xlhhuSQ3ye-tbydQy8U3JgD2yxLNWKBOKTr4ZQR3vLYXug?key=ZXNZaXdrRHB0MTk3Uk42RnVCNkw3RzBVdFBnT2Z3
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipODvqfOmGGlInnz3iVwYuwNHnS0PpdUiQFQrPfKBkpMyc4PjRtD5xWZWx9KuWT4uQ?key=OHdqOXM2cm04djVoVGxOSHhTZWJYeUJuWUlIb3p3


September Show & Tell
October Show & Tell
2024 Auction
December Holiday
Luncheon & Tell
r copy should address 3 key
questions: Who am I writing
for? (Audience) Why should
they care? (Benefit) What I
want them to do here? (b

Awards! Awards! Awards!
Paul & Phyllis Chim, Lynne Murrell, Tom Pickford

Our very own Lynne Murrell is not only an AOS Judge and orchid grower
extraordinaire but has become an exceptional orchid photographer. At the
Holiday luncheon, Tom held up the December 2024 AOS magazine that
featured six photographs of award winning orchids taken by Lynne.

As Lynne noted in her AOS Corner, Paul and Phyllis Chim have been
recognized for a second year in a row for the AOS Annual National Award for
Otostele Summit ‘Phyllis’ AM/AOS. Lynne as photographer of this orchid also

https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOu2isUzBWfZDtPxhPQu7dZpf1cwRysPgWG0wefOnkJCYfFIoJ0YGlLk8DpT0Y_uA?key=YkRHcV9aSHpYVWZoUGdrSkZjNWJySnltTWpYY0hn
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipPvPRMauq8UT2jIG7iyx68TpP2M_B-dUxfn1ZBjsH5PLLSXqoCHLtL5oeumdMnTuw?key=WDR0eUl5MEk5dk9telNDTzRuMnVQQks2OUU2TWVR
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOnAs7xCv8gM7Nkri6gBFj59ArqK7iefZNHCXbDOBZ9q48i5MuOY9meA9PG2Khu3Q?key=Mng3N2NxM1czSFBXREtGRWJOU1M3Z1NzZnd6NG9n
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipMQHX2P-XWvpIT5gScEwYbD1Q4qM8bEarIACxGfUHL5i1NwNbXYBZZbJI9DmJJeUQ?key=a251WHZHemEzVFJEaWYxUFdqMlNaQVVJRzRRRVd3


received a National Award. She also photographed Tom Pickford’s Angraecum
aracniles ‘Evan Sjoively” awarded CCE/AOS 94 points,

Congratulations indeed to Paul and Phyllis Chim, Lynne Murrell and Tom
Pickford.

MOS has an Instagam
Account!

MOS has an Instagram! You are welcome
to submit pictures of your plants to go
on the account to
marin.orchids@gmail.com. Check us out:
MOS Instagram account
User's can sign in with their Facebook
account.

MOS Treasurer Position in 2026
Our beloved Treasurer, Naoko Nojiri will be
resigning at the end of 2025. She has been
invaluable not only in her Treasurer duties but
also with her creative input in POE and Marin
County Fair exhibits. Please let MOS know if you
might be interested in offering your skills.You will
have a whole year to be trained by Naoko in the
following duties: 

Tax filing for federal and state
Keeping up orchid societies membership and
insurance
Receiving payments, and making payments for
our sales including auction.
Upkeeping/reconciling bank statements
Upkeeipng roster and group email list ( relate to
membership renewal status.

Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 
March 7-9, 2025

mailto:marin.orchids@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/marin_orchid_society/


Sonoma County Orchid Society,
Orchids in the Wine Country, March 29-30, 2025

 

RENEW YOUR 2025 MOS Membership

We enjoy you as a member of The Marin Orchid Society. Our members are
the best; friendly, knowledgeable, and willing to share and to volunteer for
MOS activities.

It is time to renew your membership for 2025. Marin Orchid Society
membership is $25 per household per year. MOS activities each year include:
10 meetings (7 or 8 of which feature g reat speakers, one which is devoted to
our members), our Holiday Party and our member summer BBQ, plus one



auction with great deals on orchids and other treasures.

Beyond that, we create award-winning displays at the Pacific Orchid
Exposition and at the Marin County Fair. These are great opportunities for
current members to display your orchids to huge crowds.

You can renew in a couple of ways:
   •   Mail your check, made out to "Marin Orchid Society", to Naoko Nojiri at:
Marin Orchid Society, PO Box 14, Larkspur, CA 94977.
   •   Or you can do it online by going to: click here - Marin Orchid Society
Membership Form Simply complete the form and mail it in.

Marin Orchid Society is a 501(c)3 organization so some portion of your
membership (and donations to MOS) may be tax deductible (please check tax
regulations).

Thank you for being an MOS member. We will see you at upcoming MOS
events.

SOME NURSERIES FOR YOUR ORCHID
SHOPPING PLEASURE THAT ARE
OPEN CERTAIN DAYS OF THE WEEK,
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY OR TO
ORDER ON LINE.

TELEPHONE OR EMAIL TO REQUEST
DETAILS:

Brookside Orchids, 2718B Alpine Rd,
Menlo Park, CA
brookside-orchids.com 650 854 3711

Golden Gate Orchids, 225 Velasco
Ave., San Francisco, CA
tmperlite@gmail.com 415 467 3737

Shelldance Orchid Gardens, 2000
Hwy 1, Pacifica, CA
shelldance.com 650 355 4845

For supplies: Flori-Culture Orchid
Supplies, 7621 Fair Oaks Blvd.,
Carmichael
flori-culture 916 333 4885

D&D Flowers, 169 First Ave., Daly
City, CA
d.olivas@comcast.net 925 969 1246

Gold Country Orchids, 390 Big Ben
Rd, Lincoln, CA
gcorchids@aol.com 916 645 8600

Paph Paradise, 390 Big Ben Rd.,
Lincoln, CA
paphparadise.com 209 727 5265

MOS Board of Directors - Join Us!

https://marinorchidsociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2022-11-MOS-Membership.pdf


President - Ron Ludwig, Treasurer - Naoko Nojiri, Vice President, Alicia A
Taylor, Secretary - Cathy Thompson, Back Bulb Editor - Terumi Leinow. You
may reach the MOS Board by calling: 415-895-0667.

Next Board meeting is February 6, 2025 - Virtual Zoom meeting, 7:00 pm.
Members are welcome to attend with advance notice. Contact Ron for
details.

The (Orchid) Doctor Is In!
Have a problem plant, or maybe just need a
little advice on which orchids might grow well
in your conditions, when to water, or why
your orchid just will not bloom?

Ask the Doctor! Just send us an email with
your orchid questions. Simply write "Orchid
Doctor" in the subject line
of your email: marin.orchids@gmail.com.

Useful Resources for Orchid Lovers
Useful Links:

Marin Orchid Society
American Orchid Society
San Francisco Orchid Society
Online Orchid Species Identification
California Sierra Nevada Judging Center

American Orchid Society: AOS.org
You may download a beginner's guide to growing orchids.
Membership is inexpensive--digital membership is available--and
includes online seminars and more.
AOS Judging Centers Info and Locations- AOS Judging Centers Nearby

Marin Orchid Society Purpose and Vision
The purpose of the Marin Orchid Society, our Mission and Vision, is:

To provide support for those having common interests in the
appreciation and culture of orchid plants, to broaden their interests and

mailto:marin.orchids@gmail.com
http://www.marinorchidsociety.com
http://www.aos.org
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/
http://www.orchidspecies.com/
http://www.csnjc.org/
http://www.aos.org
http://www.marinorchidsociety.com/american-orchid-society-judging-centers-nearby/


improve their knowledge 
To acquire and distribute to the members practical and scientific
information about the collection, culture and propagation of orchids 
To arrange the dissemination of information through exhibits, lectures,
access to publications, and any other means, for the encouragement of
orchid growing 
To cooperate in and take part in activities of other Societies with
purposes similar to those of this Society.

2025 Marin Orchid Society Calen dar

January 28: Virtual Meeting, Speaker Harvey Brenneise
February 25: In-Person & Virtual Meeting, Speaker TBD
March 25: In-Person and Virtual Meeting, Speaker TBD
April 29: In-Person and Virtual Meeting, Eron Borne, Phragmepediums
May 27: In-Person and Virtual Meeting, Speaker TBD
June 24: In-Person and Virtual Meeting, Speaker, TBD
July 22: In-Person and Virtual Meeting, Speaker, TBD
August 26: No regular meeting - Summer Get-Together
September 23: In-Person and Virtual Meeting, Speaker, TBD
October 28: In-Person and Virtual Meeting
November 25: Member's Show & Tell
December: No regular Meeting, Holiday Dinner

Join or Renew Your
Membership

OTHER ORCHID SOCIETIES' MEETINGS 

First Monday: Carmel Orchid Society meeting; The First Presbyterian Church,
501 El Dorado Street, Monterey; Carmel Orchid Society 

First Tuesday: San Francisco Orchid Society meeting; San Francisco County
Fair Building, Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue and Lincoln Way; San Francisco
Orchid Society

First Wednesday: Sacramento Orchid Society meeting; Odd Fellows Hall, 1831
Howe Ave. (921-0569), Sacramento;  www.sacramentoorchids.org. 

First Wednesday: Santa Maria Orchid Society meeting; Veterans' Memorial
Center, 313 W. Tunnell Street, Santa Maria.

Second Tuesday: Sonoma County Orchid Society meeting; Veterans Building,
1351 Maple Avenue, Santa Rosa (across from the Fairgrounds) Sonoma County
Orchid Society

https://files.constantcontact.com/e288e9ea001/31c51dea-6616-4bcf-bc54-1957f359e208.pdf?rdr=true
http://www.carmelorchidsociety.org/
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/
http://www.sacramentoorchids.org/
http://www.sonomaorchids.com/


Second Tuesday: Monterey Bay Orchid Society meeting; Lincoln Ave
Presbyterian Church, 536 Lincoln Avenue, Salinas; (831) 663-3953

Third Monday: Orchid Society of California; Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666
Bellevue Avenue Oakland; California Orchid Society 

Third Tuesday: Coastal Valley Orchid Society; Lompoc, CA; Coastal Valley
Orchid Society

Third Friday: Gold Coast Cymbidium Growers meeting; San Mateo Garden
Center, 605 Parkside Way, San Mateo; Weegie Caughlan
at goldcoastcymgrowers@gmail.com. 

Second Friday: Napa Valley Orchid Society; 7:00 pm at Napa Senior Activities
Center 1500 Jefferson St. Napa CA 94558. www.nv-os.org

Fourth Friday: Peninsula Orchid Society, 7:00 pm, San Mateo Garden Center,
605 Parkside Way, San Mateo. Peninsula Orchid Society

AOS January/February Checklist

Contact

Donate Online
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